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WHOWE ARE
The Bradley Study Center exists to
cultivate a thoughtful exploration of the
Christian faith at Virginia Tech.
Focusing on students, faculty, staff, and
alumni, the Center seeks to explore how
faith, learning, and calling relate to one
another in advancing the common good
for all. We believe that God’s Truth can
contribute a vibrant voice to the
academic life of a public university.

540-315-7212
hello@bradleystudycenter.org
www.bradleystudycenter.org
Facebook and Instagram:
@BradleyStudyCenter

CONTACT US
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Hear what students have to say!

DavidA.
Grad student,Engineering,2021

“To me, the Bradley Study Center has been a place to ask serious
questions and receive deep answers; a place where the wonderful
complexity of God's nature can be explored in a guided yet joyful
manner. It has also been a place of rest and fellowship, where I can
find space to think or engage with old and new friends.”

Hannah S.
Grad student,Engineering,2022

CooganT.
PhD student,Engineering,2022

CooganT.
PhD student,Engineering,2023

“The Bradley Study Center has been a study haven for me during the
past year with the pandemic. I found a place away from home where I
could study, invite friends, and have fellowship and deep
conversations regularly. Everyone in the space has been incredibly
welcoming and genuine. It's also provided a place to meet faculty
who are strong believers when I didn't have an easy way to do this
before. I'm excited to continue to be more involved in the hospitality
and mission of the BSC, and I can't wait to see how God will continue
to use this place and this community to encounter Him.”

“To me the Bradley Study Center
is a Christ-centered community
asking and answering questions
that are crucial to what it means
to be a Christian in the real,
modern world. The BSC bridges
the gap from what is written in
scripture to what we know,
understand, and practice. To live
the Christian life to its fullest
requires Christian community,
and the BSC provides this from
an academic standpoint.
Oftentimes churches can only
do this to a limited scope, and
people are left with deep
questions that must be chewed
on as a group. The BSC bridges
that gap.”

CooganT.
PhD student,Engineering,2022

Sean Z.
Sophomore,Engineering,2024

“The Bradley Study Center is way more than just a place to go
to do homework, study, or attend virtual classes outside of my
room. The BSC is an inclusive community of students and
faculty. The BSC fosters amazing, stimulating conversations
on faith and its role in academics. There are many
opportunities through the BSC through reading groups, the
Fellows program, and with guest speakers. The BSC has
enabled me to ask questions, discuss challenging topics, and
grow in my education and faith.”
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Finding the Compass

When Jesus commanded his disciples to “love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind,” (Matt 22:37) he was lifting up a
vision of holistic human life grounded in the Shema of
the Old Testament (Deut. 6:4-6). Interestingly, Jesus
added “your mind” to that Hebrew passage. For Jesus,
holistic formation as humans created in God’s image
included loving God with all your mind. So, what does
it mean, then, to “love God with all your mind?”

We live in a world awash with many different – and
often conflicting – ideas. The divisions in our nation are
most starkly illustrated by the chasm between various
news media outlets. Journalism now has a “narrative”
orientation, which means that the “facts” are embedded
in stories which lean in one interpretive direction or
another. When facts don’t “fit the narrative” they are
downplayed or rejected altogether. “Trust the science”
may seem like straightforward advice, but science is
rarely as clear cut as we would like, making it possible
for even widely accepted scientific conclusions to be
bent this way or the other, in the service of various
ideological, political, or economic commitments.

While the United States has never been a “Christian
nation” in any official sense, American society was, until
very recently, organized with a firm grounding in an
implicit, and sometimes explicit, reference to the
Christian story. Writers like Tom Holland show how
much Christianity shaped the development of European

culture. That development was
both positive – in the
emergence and rise of liberal
human rights, and negative – in
the treatment of non-European
indigenous peoples,
particularly Africans. The
profound cultural influence of
Christianity within Europe
carried over to North America,
where it was amplified. It has
been a dominant narrative
shaping our common life.

But there are other “narratives”
as well. Some of them have

slowly and imperceptibly sneaked into the church, and
others are clamoring for position in our national
culture. Several years ago, Christian Smith led a major,
multi-year sociological study of the religious beliefs of
American teenagers. Smith discerned a new form of
religious belief he called “moral therapeutic deism.”
Here’s an outline of this novel religious phenomenon:

• Moral – God wants me to be good.
• Therapeutic – God wants me to be happy.
• Deism – God does not intervene in my life in any

real or supernatural way.

Interestingly, Smith and his team found these pervasive
religious beliefs among youth in several religions –
including Christians, Muslims, and Jews – and across
the religious spectrum – liberal to conservative. Smith
concluded that “MTD” is a dominant form of religious
belief among American teenagers who actively
participate in religious congregations, and shapes how
emerging adults embrace their own faith in a religiously
pluralistic society. MTD also reinforces the idea that
religious belief is essentially a private affair which does
not impinge on the public life of a community or a
nation. Best to keep your religious beliefs to yourself.

Another narrative that has claimed attention recently is
what Charles Taylor has called “authenticity,” often
expressed in the modern imperative to “be your most
authentic self.” According to Taylor, authenticity arises
from a society which has jettisoned the “transcendent” –
any reference to God or anything outside of human
experience. Shorn of any reference point outside of the
self, a person has no option but to turn inward to find
meaning and moral norms. Ultimately, I decide what it
means to be good (for me), and I decide what it means
to be happy (for me), because any divine presence, if it
exists at all, is inaccessible. Authenticity is like a rudder
on a ship without a compass to steer by. Just decide for
yourself where you want to go. As a pastor told me
years ago, “If you don’t know where you’re going, any
road will get you there.”

The good news of Jesus Christ does not leave us alone
to navigate the seas (and storms) of life without a

“Authenticity” is
like a rudder on a
ship without a
compass to steer
by. Just decide for
yourself where
you want to go.

The beauty of Christian orthodoxy will navigate our way
in a confused age.
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compass. The gospel invites us into a “narrative”
– God’s story of redemption – that can and
should shape the way we live in the present
moment. As Kavin Rowe recently pointed out,
stories are what shape our ethics, and stories
always have an origin and an ending.
Discovering the gospel is like finding a
compass hidden away in the deepest recesses
of a ship, and then orienting the ship, and all
its crew, on the basis of that one single
instrument. A compass works only by
accurately aligning with something beyond
itself. The compass reveals a reality that
cannot be seen but can definitely be observed.

The gospel proclaims events that actually
happened in history – the birth, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. These events have
public and universal significance. The public claims

of the gospel cut across the grain of “moral
therapeutic deism,” “authenticity,” and many other
ideologies which capture the imagination of people
today in our confused culture. One particular question
seems to be echoing around us today: “What does it mean
to be human?” Is there an actual answer to that
question? Giving an answer, or picking up a compass
and announcing publicly, “This is the way the world
really is” or “This is what a human really is,” may
garner more scorn than applause.

Theologian Kathryn Tanner once wrote that our
universities are places of “contested orthodoxies.”
Many people hold beliefs and commitments which they
affirm as true and universal, even if those beliefs are not
explicitly religious. Where there are orthodoxies, there
are also heresies – things which cannot be spoken
because they contradict the reigning orthodoxy. Quite a
few people testify that their colleges and universities
today are places where some things cannot be spoken,
indicating just how pervasive and powerful orthodoxies
can be – and not just religious ones.

The Christian tradition unapologetically claims to be an
“orthodoxy.” Some beliefs are simply essential to the
faith, particularly those related to the person and work
of Jesus. I hope we can imagine a “beautiful
orthodoxy,” one that invites belief which arises from the
beauty of the gospel and from the beauty of the
gathered community of Christ-followers.

Beautiful orthodoxy requires followers who are
passionately committed to the core truths of the
Christian faith, because ultimately what makes the
gospel compelling is the truth of God’s self-revelation in
the person of Jesus Christ. In the midst of other
competing orthodoxies, Christians must delve more
deeply into their own. The riches of the Christian
theological tradition await discovery, and they hold the

key to navigating the confusion of our present cultural
moment. Otherwise, we are prone to being “tossed
back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there
by every wind of teaching” (Eph. 4:14). The Christian
tradition is a trustworthy compass for sailing in the
uncertain waters and gale force winds we experience in
today’s society.

Beautiful orthodoxy also compels Christians to embody
that which we believe. The early church did not
separate “knowledge” and “life” as modern Western
culture is fond of doing. In our times we find it easy to
divide “theory” from “practice,”
to delve into ideas without
applying them to real life. What
might it look like for our
thoughts and our life to be
shaped by a “scriptural
imagination”? James K.A. Smith
reminds us that Christian
worship is the place where our
imagination is stoked by the
good news of God’s actions in
history. We are shaped into the
image of Christ not [only]
because we get our thoughts
about God right, but also
because we participate in a community which orients
itself through worship of the Triune God and through
consistent immersion in Scripture.

To love God with all one’s mind is to have our
imagination shaped by Scripture and the Christian
tradition. And that requires formation – journeying
with other Christians and immersing ourselves in an
intellectual tradition which goes back centuries. If we
want to avoid being conformed to the world’s way of
living and instead grow into the likeness of Christ, we
must embrace Paul’s encouragement to “be transformed
by the renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2). That is a
journey well worth taking.

Mike Weaver is the Executive Director of the Bradley Study
Center.

What might it
look like for our

thoughts and our
life to be shaped
by a “scriptural
imagination”?

Further reading:
Lesslie Newbigin - Proper Confidence, Eerdmans, 2008

Kavin Rowe - Christianity’s Surprise, Abingdon, 2020

Andy Crouch - Culture Making, IVPress, 2013

James K.A. Smith - Desiring the Kingdom, Baker, 2009

Tom Holland - Dominion, Basic, 2019



Visioning for the Future

VisionTeam:
Stephen Hodges (chair), professor
Deborah Carlier, professional faculty
Bryan Covell, undergraduate student
James Depret-Guillaume, alumni
Mike Ellerbrock, professor
Jefferson Jones, campus minister
Gayla Miller, community member
Taylor Rollo, pastor
Dalton Nelson, graduate student
Jim Pace, campus minister
Annie Patrick, PhD student
Julann Stevenson, community member
MikeWeaver, executive director

In January 2021, the board of directors of the
Bradley Study Center launched a “Vision Team” to
listen to God, seeking his guidance and direction
for the future ministry of the Bradley Study Center.

Over the past six months, the Vision Team has
been meeting and engaging others to hear the
needs of students, faculty, and community
members at Virginia Tech. The team will present
its findings and recommendations to the board in
the very near future.

The Bradley Study Center will begin its fifth
year of ministry at Virginia Tech this coming
Fall Semester! Please continue to pray for this
Vision process, provide your own perspective to a
member of the Vision Team, and look for news
next year about our future plans. We are trusting
God to give us his wisdom, and make possible
more than we can ask or imagine.

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)
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Help us build up
thoughtful Christian Leaders

who will transform
the university and the world
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Scan the code to
give online to the
Bradley Study Center.

Ways you can give today:

Give online at:
www.bradleystudycenter.org/give
www.give.vt.edu/bradley

Send your gift to:
Bradley Study Center
104 Faculty Street
Blacksburg,VA 24060

The Bradley Study Center is owned and operated by the Christian Scholars Network, Inc., a 501(c)3 charitable organization, registered with the
Virginia State Corporation Commission to receive charitable donations. All donations are tax-deductible as provided by law. EIN 45-2075430.

WILLYOUMAKEAGIFTTOOURANNUALFUND?
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Our New Program Director
We are excited to welcome James Depret-Guillaume to our staff in July!
James will be leading educational programs, discussion groups, and the
Fellows Program, and will help support our larger public events. He'll also
lead our efforts to engage undergraduate and graduate students and foster
more community among the students who connect with the BSC.

James grew up in rural Roanoke, VA and attended Virginia Tech, where he
earned both Bachelor's and Master's degrees in Mathematics. After finishing
his graduate studies in 2019, James moved to Macon, GA to serve as a
ministry intern with Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) at Mercer
University. James will relocate to Blacksburg with his soon-to-be wife,
Merrianna, who was also an intern with RUF. Welcome to them both!

"I am so excited to be returning to Blacksburg to work for the Bradley
Study Center. The BSC was a huge part of my time at Virginia Tech, and
it will be an honor and privilege to get to be a part of the continuing
work of the Study Center."

Here are some of
the many activities
which took place
even during this

challenging year:

• Fellows Program &
Retreat

• Reading While Black
Zoom event

• Veritas Forum:
Science and Beauty

• A growing graduate
student community

• Reading groups:
• Augustine’s

Confessions
• Screwtape Letters
• Color of Compromise
• Delighting in the Trinity
• A Time to Build

• Free coffee and
tea

• A clean and safe
place to study

• Exam lunch and
snacks

• Faculty coffee &
weekly prayer
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Thank you to so many people and
churches in Blacksburg who supported
us this past year – from volunteering, to
finances, to literal“soup to nuts.”
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